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Climate/Drought Summary
Colder than normal conditions have dominated the state and region so far in 2018 with 
Nebraska averaging about 2-4 degrees F below normal through the end of May.

The western portions of Nebraska have had well above normal precipitation for the year while 
the eastern portions have been below with a sharp transition area in the central part of the 
state.

After a very cool April, May was very warm over the state with most areas 2-4+ degrees F 
above normal.

Nebraska is mostly drought free with just over 5% of the state currently in drought.  The 
eastern half of the state is primed for drought development with the ongoing hot and dry 
conditions being experienced into the first part of Summer.

The monthly and seasonal drought outlooks do not show drought conditions developing in 
Nebraska through the end of August 2018.
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Nebraska Water Supply Update…
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86.4% Full

SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com
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3252 Feet
78.9% of Max
October  2017 

3256.9 Feet
86.4% of Max
June 2018

3256 Feet
85.2% of Max
July 2017

SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com



June 2018 CARC Meeting
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SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com
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Lake McConaughy

Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that the North and South Platte 

Basin snowpack levels are declining with not much runoff remaining, and 

the current inflows are slightly below average for this time of year. He 

also mentioned that the drought conditions currently plaguing the 

Oklahoma panhandle appear to be expanding northward and could 

possibly impact Central’s irrigated area this summer.

SOURCE: CNPPID News Release, May 7, 2018

www.cnppid.com
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Lake McConaughy
 Irrigation Division Manager Dave Ford presented results from this spring’s collection of data from 138 of 

Central’s observation wells located in Gosper, Phelps and Kearney counties. Analysis of the data shows that 
changes over a one-year period from spring 2017 to spring 2018 were minimal, with less than one foot of 
change in either direction. Over a ten-year period, about 40 percent of the wells, primarily in the western 
half of the irrigated area near Elwood Reservoir, showed increases of up to 17 feet. However, over the 
same ten-year period, the eastern half of the irrigated area showed a generalized decline in the water 
table. 

 On the supply canal’s 74 accounts, 3,843 acre-feet were delivered for an average of 8.2 inches/acre. 

SOURCE: CNPPID News Release, October 2, 2017

www.cnppid.com
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Republican River Basin
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Hugh Butler: 50.7%(41.8%) of conservation pool

Enders: 22.7% (19.7%) of conservation pool

Harry Strunk: 100%(53.0%) of conservation pool

Swanson: 63.2% (44.0%) of conservation pool
*values in red are from the last 
CARC meeting in October 2017.

Source: BOR  http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs



Republican River Basin
Harlan County Current Conditions

Conservation Pool is 82.2% full (69.7%) 

258,075 Acre-Feet in storage compared to 218,826 Acre-Feet (AF) of water in storage during 
October 2017

Last year at this time, 262,586 AF was in storage (June 2017)

Historical average storage for this time of the year is 265,172AF
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*values in red are from the last 
CARC meeting in October 2017.

Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/



Water Supply Summary
Lake McConaughy is currently 86.4 percent of capacity which is higher than in October 2017 
(last CARC meeting) and slightly higher compared to levels in June 2017.  

The Republican River basin reservoirs are higher than in October as water accumulated after 
the irrigation season and from winter runoff.

Harlan County Reservoir is holding about 40,000 acre-feet more water now than in October 
2017.

Harlan County is holding about 4,500 acre-feet less water now than last year at this time and is 
slightly below average for this time of year.

All reservoir levels and storage should see a steady increases until the irrigation deliveries 
begin.
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O U R  PA R T N E R S

Any Questions ?



Brian Fuchs
bfuchs2@unl.edu

402-472-6775
National Drought Mitigation Center

School of Natural Resources
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

mailto:bfuchs2@unl.edu
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