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Lake McConaughy
“As the irrigation season comes to an end, (Cory) 
Steinke reported, releases from Lake McConaughy 
have been lower than projected. He attributed that 
to timely and generous amounts of rainfall in the 
irrigated area, higher flows in the South Platte 
River that could be diverted into the Supply Canal 
early in the season, and lower than anticipated 
river losses. However, he added, inflows to the 
lake have averaged about half of normal for the 
year.”

SOURCE: CNPPID News Release, August 6, 2007



Map of 14-day average streamflow compared
To historical streamflow for the day of year



Map of 14-day average streamflow compared
To historical streamflow for the day of year



Republican River Basin

Courtesy of Bill Peck, McCook Office, 
Bureau of Reclamation
Overall assessment: “Much better”
Timely rains with good amounts

May especially
May 28, June 11 events



Republican River Basin

Hugh Butler and Enders: volumes have 
doubled since January 1
Harry Strunk: full and spilling
Swanson: some improvement
Bonny: the exception, lower than this 
time last year



Republican River Basin

Harlan County:  Since January 1…
136,000 acre-ft more
14 feet higher
80% full now



Republican River Basin

Prognosis: “looking pretty good”
Most optimistic for the next year since 
before 2002
2007 had 4 of 14 canals in operation 
across Basin
2008: ?





Nebraska Current Conditions…
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